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Music Tracks offers:
w  learning and teaching resources

w  online and face-to-face teacher support through Trinity’s online 
learning platform

w  assessment support tools including the Music Tracks logbook  
and Makewaves — a safe social networking community for schools

w  brand new repertoire designed for whole classes and small groups.

Music Tracks is currently  
available for:
w clarinet

w guitar

w  trumpet

w violin.

Music Tracks overview

Music Tracks, from Trinity College London, is a new initiative designed to support teachers in delivering first access 
programmes. It helps smooth the transition into small-group instrumental teaching through brand new teaching 
resources and support, resources for learners and exciting whole-class and small-group repertoire. 
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Overview
The First Access Track has been designed to support 
teachers delivering first access instrumental and vocal 
teaching and it is flexible enough to suit different classroom 
needs. It provides a holistic approach to music education 
which encourages pupils to explore composition, singing, 
movement, improvisation, listening and music appreciation, 
as well as technical playing skills. 

Music Tracks logbook
The colourful Music Tracks logbook provides a musical 
record of each learner’s first access journey. It is structured 
in a way that encourages teachers to use a variety of 
practical assessment strategies. 

Repertoire
Specially composed repertoire is supplied as sheet music 
with high quality backing tracks. The pieces have been 
designed to inspire musical creativity, and have been 
structured to suit whole-class teaching and learning. Pupils 
begin playing a tune as a group and the piece then moves 
into a ‘groove section’ in the middle where anything goes 
— dancing, singing, clapping, improvising — before the tune 
returns and pupils play together again. The pieces have been 
designed for clarinet, guitar, trumpet and violin — however 
they can be adapted by teachers to suit other instruments.

First Access Track

The First Access Track also meets the criteria for Arts Award 
Discover, the introductory Arts Award level designed for 
children aged five and over. Arts Award is a set of unique 
qualifications which can be achieved in any art form by 
young people up to the age of 25. It’s run by Trinity College 
London in association with Arts Council England and has  
five levels, four of which are recognised qualifications on  
the Qualifications and Credit Framework.

For Arts Award Discover, children and young people take 
part in arts activities, discover the arts around them, 
develop creativity and communication skills and gain a 
certificate. Pupils who have completed their First Access 
Track logbook are awarded a Music Track Arts Award 
Discover certificate — giving them the option to continue 
with Music Tracks, Arts Award, or both.

Arts Award Discover



Small Group Tracks 

Music Tracks is currently  
available for:
w clarinet

w guitar

w  trumpet

w violin.

Overview
The Small Group Tracks build on the skills learned in the 
First Access Track so that instrumentalists, learning in  
small groups, can work towards their Initial Track, Track 1  
or Track 2 certificates (equivalent in level to Initial, Grade 1  
and Grade 2 instrument exams). Learners are taught 
together and take their exam together, playing specially 
written repertoire that highlights both ensemble playing 
and individual musical ability. 

Repertoire
The repertoire in the Small Group Tracks provides a 
progression route from First Access Track, with linked pieces 
that continue to explore a wide range of musical styles and 
genres. The repertoire is designed to be used flexibly — not 
just to function as exam repertoire, but as starting points for 
developing musical skills such as improvising, composing, 
performing and listening. All pieces have been written with 
group teaching in mind and encourage effective approaches 
for working with small groups of learners. 



Teacher support

Music Tracks is made up of a flexible set of resources, allowing 
teachers to tailor it to their individual classroom needs. It has 
been designed to help develop the skills and confidence of 
teachers in delivering first access programmes, and to offer  
a measure of quality so that outcomes can be assessed.  

Teachers are supported through an online learning platform 
where they can access resources, engage with other teachers 
and share ideas.

Music Tracks also provides a safe social networking 
community through a Makewaves channel, so that children 
can engage with their peers online. Children can watch and 
upload performances, and engage with the First Access Track 
backing tracks — making playing at home more enjoyable.

Why Music Tracks?

Progression routes for all children 
Music Tracks provides a progression route to ensure that 
every child can continue with music education. It also provides 
access to Arts Award through a joint certificate giving children 
the option to continue with the Arts Award programme. 

Valuable first access teaching  
training sessions 
Music Tracks workshops and training sessions help to develop 
the skills and confidence of teachers delivering whole class and 
small group music education.

Exciting resources to engage children 
Music Tracks provides a holistic approach to music education 
which encourages pupils to explore all aspects of music. The 
Makewaves channel offers a platform for children to engage 
with their peers as well as Music Tracks resources.

A measure of quality music assessment 
Music Tracks provides a measure of quality so that outcomes 
from first access programmes can be assessed. It also offers 
a certificate and record of achievement for children to 
encourage them to continue their musical learning. 



Contact us
For more information about any of  

Trinity’s assessments or CPD programmes please  
contact us and a member of the team will be in touch. 
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When is it available?
The First Access Track is available from September 2013 and 
the Small Group Tracks will be available from January 2014. 

Your questions answered

How do I register my interest and  
find out more?
If you are interested in Music Tracks, one of our specialists 
can visit you to talk about a package appropriate for your 
needs. To find out more, or to book a Music Tracks Taster 
Workshop contact musictracks@trinitycollege.co.uk


